Cecila Miskowski 

4.1
My final project will be a six-page research paper. My paper will discuss the loneliness epidemic specifically in regard to America. I will clearly define what loneliness is to lessen the chance of confusion. Loneliness is somewhat an abstract concept, so coming to terms with the definition will allow me to cite the statistics given. Once this is done, I will explain how religion fosters communities and promotes social growth. I think this format will best suit my research because I need to clearly express the two topics in order to link them together. 

4.2
I researched the loneliness epidemic and the decline in religious affiliation because I wanted to find out if there was not only correlation but also causation. I did this in order to understand a possible factor as to why so many people feel isolated from society. I was also curious to learn more about the pros of being religiously affiliated. The most significant scholarly views in my area argue that a decline in religious affiliation could very well be one of the causes for the increase in loneliness. However, as most things, the loneliness epidemic is multi-faceted topic that has more than one factor involved. With my research, I have advanced our understanding of this issue by addressing one of the possible causes (religious decline) to a society matter which directly/indirectly impacts us all. 

5
My final project will address society as a whole. Loneliness can pertain to all people. Since this topic is more of an informative paper. I am no means saying religion is the only way to build a community. I am just addressing that it is one way to form meaningful connections and mutually beneficial relationships. In my paper, I will clearly address this. As an individual who is religious, I don’t want my audience to think that being religiously affiliated is the only way to foster a community. 
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